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While today’s economic climate for the Mining, Metals and Minerals (MMM) industries may not be
at its best; the industry is still faced with the need to deliver products cost effectively, at the correct
specification, while maintaining a high level of safety for the plant and the personnel. For many years
the MMM industry has lagged behind the Hydrocarbon Processing Industry (HPI) with regard the
use of Simulation, however as the level of investment has grown over the years the need to ensure
cost effective design, allied to improvements in delivery time the use of Simulation has become an
integral part of the design, construction and commissioning of new plants across the globe. One area
Simulation applications are proving themselves is in the area of Operational Safety. The HPI has long
used Simulation based Operator Training Simulators to ensure safe operations and this is being
carried over with increasing uptake happening in the MMM industry. In the future as the MMM
industry becomes increasingly sophisticated at the same time facing the difficulties of shrinking
bottom lines it is clear that Simulation will become fundamental in delivering the tools and solutions
that will enable the industry to ensure growth in its bottom line in years to come. Schneider-Electric
has had a long history in the MMM industry and this paper will highlight how the acquisition of
Invensys has brought a completely new perspective to the industry and, most importantly, allows
MMM companies to grow their Bottom Line.
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